
Why are entity integrity and referential integrity important in a database? 

 

Referential and entity integrity are crucial to preserving valid relationships between 

tables and data within a database. SQL queries will begin to fail if the data keys that 

connect the dots between their relationships do not match. If an entity or table is relying 

on the keys in another entity or table, then relationships between the two can be lost if 

bad data is entered into one location.  

 

For instance, referential integrity can be used to ensure foreign key values are valid. For 

instance, a database table listing all the parts installed on a specific aircraft should have 

referential integrity connecting the part numbers to a table listing valid part numbers for 

that aircraft so that in the event of a bad part number being “fat-fingered” into the 

database, the RBDMS will return an error concerning the bad data (IBM 2001).  
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