We are here  today under this sky and the presence of nature, to witness and celebrate the marriage of RYAN and VICKY.  

A philosopher once said that the meaning in human life arises in three ways: Relationships between people, relationships between people and works of art, and the relationships between people and nature. Today we celebrate our unity with each other and nature.

Today is also a very special day for the earth and nature itself.  Today is the day of the “Vernal Equinox”.  It is one of the only two days of the year that there are an equal 12 hours of daylight, and 12 hours of night.  Like this very special day you have chosen to be married on, you will now become “equal” parts of each other.  Today, your separate lives, each with your individual memories, desires and hopes, merge into one life - a new dimension.

We feel the meaning in our relationships with others when we hold each other in a loving gentle embrace.  Simply watching a sunrise over the mountains fills us with a sense of awe.  Today we have gathered in this place of natural beauty to be joyful in the celebration of the relationship of RYAN and VICKY. By their commitment to marry each other, they are saying yes to life.  Yes it is good to be alive, to breathe the fresh air, to feel the rays of the sun, and to hold each other close.  It is good to make a family together, rich in caring and love.

Marriage can be a great adventure when it is the outward expression of a great love; such a love is characterized by compassion, passion, and courage. During your life together there are going to be many hills and valleys, and you will need to navigate those together, and never leave one or the other behind.

Marriage is a very special spiritual connection of two people  united for a common purpose, bringing love and trust together into single focus. For love is a promise that is always kept, a fortune that can never be spent, and a seed that can flourish in even the most unlikely places.  And this radiance that never fades, this mysterious and magical joy is the greatest treasure of all, one known only by those who truly love.  Johann Wolfgang von Goethe said “ The sum which two married people owe to one another defies calculation. It is an infinite debt, which can only be discharged through eternity.”

MINISTER: At this time Ryan and Vicky have something special to share with their parents. Would Lowell and Anne, and Tom and Linda please stand.

THANK YOU TO PARENTS

GROOM:  LOWELL and ANNE


  Thank you for raising VICKY to be the woman of my dreams. Thank you for the love and care which have made 

   her so remarkable, and so beautiful inside and out.    

                I ask you to accept me now as your son.

BRIDE:  TOM and LINDA


  Thank you for raising RYAN to be the man I choose to spend my life with.  Thank you so much for the love and   
 
  care which have made him such a remarkable and wonderful man.     


  I ask you to accept me now as your daughter.

Affirmation Vow     Please respond with an “I DO”

 RYAN, Do you come here today in the midst of these natural surroundings to affirm your commitment to VICKY?

VICKY, Do you come here today in the midst of these natural surroundings to affirm your commitment to RYAN?

MINISTER: Please face each other now and join hands.

RYAN, Please repeat after me.

VICKY, I promise to live with you, to nourish your mind, to encourage and celebrate your growth and fulfillment, through all the changes of our lives, and to be your faithful husband.  I promise to walk beside you on the brightest of days and through the darkest of nights.  May the respect we have for ourselves, each other, and for the earth continue to be the cornerstones of our lives together. With every beat of my heart, I Love You and this is my promise to you.

VICKY, Please repeat after me.

RYAN, I promise to live with you, to nourish your mind, to encourage and celebrate your growth and fulfillment, through all the changes of our lives, and to be your faithful wife.  I promise to walk beside you on the brightest of days and through the darkest of nights.  May the respect we have for ourselves, each other, and for the earth continue to be the cornerstones of our lives together. With every beat of my heart, I Love You and this is my promise to you.

RING CEREMONY

Minister: May I have the rings please.

Your rings are circles and a circle is the symbol of the sun, the earth, the universe, of wholeness, perfection, peace and unity.  It is forged from elements that were created by a supernova. This means that the metal in these rings has travelled billions of years through time and billions of light-years through space to be here on earth today.  And now they will become a part of the both of you.

A perfect circle contains an element of infinite complexity. Like circles, your rings have no beginning and no end and in the sacred tradition of marriage, rings have come to symbolize eternal love and the endless union of body, of mind, and spirit.  The circle, like marriage, was created to be forever, and endless. Just like the number “PI”  a number that goes on without end.  To quote Lisa Hoffman, “Marriage is like PI - natural, irrational, and VERY IMPORTANT.”

(Repeat to Bride and Groom)

MINISTER:  RYAN, place the ring on VICKY’s  finger and repeat after me.

VICKY, I give you this ring, and welcome you into my life as the companion of the rest of my days.  I promise to love and trust in you, to support you and be faithful to you the rest of my life.

MINISTER:  VICKY, place the ring on RYAN’s finger and repeat after me.

RYAN, I give you this ring, and welcome you into my life as the companion of the rest of my days.  I promise to love and trust in you, to support you and be faithful to you the rest of my life.

MINISTER: At this time Ryan and Vicky have chosen a tree planting ceremony to symbolize their union to each other and their love of nature and it’s infinite beauty.

**Poetry Reading - TREES

***UNITY CEREMONY (separate page)

Like this tree, today, you establish the strong roots of your future.  A tree is only as strong as it’s roots.  The roots are what bring food and water to the rest of it to keep everything alive and working.  A tree can’t grow strong if the roots are too shallow.  It can’t grow stronger if you only concentrate on the surface of living.  If you try to send your roots into dry ground, they will not have much of a chance to grow, no matter how deep they go.  They need a constant reliable source of water for steady growth.  You both need to be that kind of constant source of nourishment for each other now and always.  With that, your marriage will thrive.

These two people have been drawn together by their love for each other.  May they practice self-discipline, concentration and patience throughout their relationship as husband and wife.   To quote Ralph Waldo Emerson, he says “ Adopt the pace of nature: her secret is patience.”  Take the time to understand one another.   These are essential elements to authentic love.  May you have the courage to risk pain and disappointment, for love is a risking of what we are, for what we might become.  May you learn to have complete trust in each other always.  For Trust is the ground on which ALL love is built. 

The spirit of God and our Mother Earth are all around us, in the blue sky, the feel of the breeze, the sounds of the animals, and the fresh smells of the earth. May their wonderful spirits enter your bodies, fill your hearts and bless your marriage and lives forever.

Native American Apache Blessing:

Now you will feel no rain, for each of you will be shelter for the other.  Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will be warmth for the other.  Now there is no loneliness for you, now you are two persons, but there is only one life before you.  Go now to your dwelling place to enter into the days of your togetherness, and may your days be good and long together.

For as much as RYAN and VICKY have consented together today in marriage, and have witnessed the same before nature, and these friends and family, and have declared the same by the giving and receiving of  rings, and by the joining of hands I now pronounce that they are now husband and wife.

You may now seal your vows with a kiss.

It is my privilege and honor to present to you for the first time,  MR. AND MRS. RYAN AND VICKY SOMMA!
Think like a Tree
Soak up the sun

Affirm life’s magic

Be graceful in the wind 

Stand tall after a storm

Feel refreshed after it rains

grow strong without notice

Be prepared for each season

Provide shelter to strangers

Hang tough through a cold spell

Emerge renewed at the first signs of spring

Stay deeply rooted while reaching for the sky

Be still long enough 

to hear your own leaves rustling

The American Chestnut tree reigned over 200 million acres of eastern woodlands from Maine to Florida, and from the Piedmont west to the Ohio Valley, until succumbing to a lethal fungus infestation, known as the chestnut blight, during the first half of the 20th century. 

An estimated 4 billion American chestnuts, 1/4 of the hardwood tree population, grew within this range. The American chestnut tree was an essential component of the entire eastern US ecosystem. A late-flowering, reliable, and productive tree, unaffected by seasonal frosts, it was the single most important food source for a wide variety of wildlife from bears to birds. 

Rural communities depended upon the annual nut harvest as a cash crop to feed livestock. The blight, imported to the US on Asian chestnut trees, is a fungus dispersed by spores in the air, raindrops or animals. It enters through a fresh injury in the tree's bark. It spreads into the bark kills the underlayers of tissues as it advances. The flow of nutrients is eventually choked off to and from sections of the tree above the infection, which would eventually kill the tree. 

Now, thanks to research and efforts by brilliant scientists with The American Chestnut Foundation, they have been able to cross the American Chestnut with a Chinese Chestnut that is blight resistant to help the American Chestnut begin its repopulation of the Eastern United States.

Today we will celebrate Ryan and Vicky’s marriage by planting an American Chestnut to help support it’s reintroduction to our world.  Ryan and Vicky will eventually replant this tree at the home they will build together during their marriage.  As this tree grows in strength and beauty over time, it will be a symbol of the strength and perseverance that Ryan and Vicky will have throughout the countless years of their marriage.

